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DENTAL HYGIENE SCOPE OF PRACTICE - 2023


	
STATUTES RE DENTAL HYGIENE SCOPE OF PRACTICE are found in WI Chapter 447

Hygienists licensed in Wisconsin are licensed / permitted to do the following:

1. Preliminary examination of a patient and recording of clinical findings.
2. Conducting a substantive health history review
3. Conducting an oral screening of a dental patient’s oral cavity or surrounding structures, including the preparation of a case history and recording of clinical findings without the written prescription of a dentist.
4. Participate in the development of a patient’s dental hygiene treatment plan.
5. Removing supragingival and subgingival calcareous deposits, subgingival cement or extrinsic stains from a natural or restored surface of a fixed replacement for a human tooth.
6. Deep scaling or root planing a human tooth (AKA Scaling and root planing or Non-Surgical Periodontal Therapy)
7. Apply fluoride products for the prevention of dental caries (includes SDF)
8. Apply pit and fissure sealants for the prevention of dental caries
9. Use dental lasers as an adjunctive procedure for non-surgical periodontal therapy
10. Place temporary restorations
11. Remediable procedures (*see definition below) 
12. Expose radiographs after a dentist has examined the patient and ordered them
13. Administer antibiotic premedication (*indirect supervision – rules change pending)
14. Apply topical anesthetics (indirect supervision) 
15. Administer sustained-release, sub-gingival antimicrobial agents (indirect supervision)
16. Local anesthesia by injection (indirect supervision) 
17. Nitrous Oxide administration (indirect supervision)
18. Any other practice specified in the rules promulgated by the WDEB under 447.02 (1) (d)


	
* REMEDIABLE PROCEDURES are patient procedures that create changes within the oral cavity or surrounding structures that are reversible and do not involve any increased health risks to the patient.
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